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First Finding of Etruscan Bear (Ursus etruscus, Ursidae, Carnivora) 
in the Crimea (Taurida Cave, Early Pleistocene)
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~he jragment oj the bear skull •ith |artially |reserved tooth ro•s is described jrom the Lo•er Pleistocene
de|osits oj the ~aurida cave B_rimeaC. ~he s|ecimen has |reserved alveoli oj the incisors, canines, all |re-
molars and molars. ~he |resence oj P1…P3, the structure oj P4, and si€es oj the cheek teeth indicate that the
s|ecimen belongs to the Ursus etruscus _uvier, 1823. •ue to the rarity oj this s|ecies in zastern zuro|e, this
ne• jinding is oj great interest, being the jirst jor the territory oj _rimea and Uussia as a •hole.

Qeywords: Ursus etruscus, ursids, carnivores, zarly Pleistocene, ~aurida 
ave, _rimea
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