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carnivore attacks in developed
countries

Although large carnivores attacks on humans are rare events they can contribute to lower public
tolerance for their presence and conservation. During the last decades, large carnivore attacks on
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humans have increased over time in some areas, a scenario also true for brown bears Ursus arctos (1). MAR ATi&

The total world population of brown bears is estimated to exceed 200,000 individuals. Russia has the
largest number of brown bears, estimated to exceed 100,000, while estimates in the U.S.A are around
33,000, Canada 25,000, and Europe (excluding Russia) 18,000 (2,3).
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Brown bears attacks on humans in Europe (west of the Russian Federation), per
country and bear population (2000-2015 period; data for the whole period is not
available for all countries). Fatalities are number of killed people in bear attacks. (a)
Rates attacks (country): attacks ® 100 bears™ e 10 years, in a country in a given

Analyses of European data

In Europe brown bears are distributed in 10 populations and 24 countries (3), several in human-
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America, per states (USA) and provinces territories of Russian Federation (2000-2015 period). bear populations.
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measured as average rates attacks per country, were found in the Cantabrian population, followed by the
Dinaric-Pindos and the Carpathian one. Measuring the rate of attacks at a population level, we found
: highest rates in Alps and East Balkan followed by the Carpathian one.
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with data on attacks were included as an offset in the models, and population as random factor (analyses performed in R).
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